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Abstract

This paper discusses the results of an online questionnaire conducted in 2022 on Japanese
women’s attitudes toward marriage (J-WAMs). This is a preliminary study for developing a
marriage index (Maridex) to analyze the discriminatory structure of the marriage system in
Japan. While it is widely recognized that social systems and structures have an impact on
discrimination against women, we must consider structural factors other than modern
capitalism and industrialization as the cause of this discrimination in Japan. We assume that
one of the causes of this discrimination in Japan is in the marriage system; and that the
marriage system itself reproduces discrimination against women. Japanese cultural norms
and ways of thinking about love and marriage supports this discrimination system.

The preliminary survey targeted 560 women aged 20 to 59 and inquired on participants
demographic characteristics, their views on marriage and income, their reasons for marriage,
and their associations with love and marriage. The data was analyzed using descriptive
statistics, regression analysis, and text mining. The results show the uniqueness of the
responses of participants in their 20s compared to other age groups, and significant
differences depending on marital status, such as: married, divorced, and single. For people
in their 20s, “shotgun marriages (Deki-kon)” will be a “normal” reason of marriage (in 1990’s,
it was not “normal marriage”), simply because there are many couples who marry “after
having a baby.” While there are young people who are concerned about the financial burden
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of marriage, there are also those who feel “benefits other than money” regarding marriage.
This paper examines these diversities of views and opinions on marriage varied by status
and age groups.

Key Words : Maridex, Japan’s marriage system, gender discrimination, gender studies
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E L., [FEEHIEOFR B ENZEZRNEZBAE] LTEY, TOREL XX D% - filF~0
EZGFEDHONRLHEERNORETH D &35, € L TZEORE - fFEFICBET 2 ME#H o & o
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% (TMaridex|) Z{E> THRAET 5. LWV OBRARFEOREEETH S,
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RHZEDND, TNOHHIHEZ R L Lz 1IER tRRIEZIT-72 & 25 20 fROFEEHERIBE
BlZEWZ LRI SN (£132)=5.498, p<.001),
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Table 3
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IZDWT, Flln, AR (BELS - BELS ve lEY) B L O A ZMN A, BIE (FI—%
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BRd3-ZIAND 50 25 18 14 107

A5t 133 128 131 136 528

3) #EIBICxRtT BEEE

ER L FHERBROAETHEI L TEnr v 2K EEK L= (Table 8~10), i & FEEDOET
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Table 9

N=bTF— R (TRDN) 2552 LT, BODNEDEROYGU LIFHRLND
201K 301 4018 506% ait

- WLx 13 24 36 52 125
BRAE - BiEAE
(FL 21 50 47 57 175
WWZ 60 35 37 15 147
&
FL 39 19 11 12 81
a&t 133 128 131 136 528

7 (223)



Table 10
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2N IZOWTHE, RS A ERAORE (ENEh, 6.124, p=.012; £=.139, p=.004)
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iz ) TR L FERBROZ HEIERANEE L 720 (6107, p=.007), HAHEBI P OFEF, I
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Table 11
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Table 12
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Table 13
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Table 14
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Table 15
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Table 16
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BBEOEW LW T8 BEERIZIEET 28 TH L Z ENRATIND, 20 R TIx T4
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Wi En,

FEISEARGE b R OO 21T - 7=, 370 O B SLREMMhH S, NEIC [4:7549) ) [ i%E45) ) [+
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(Figure 4), [ZHE] NEMRICHMNRFETHDE ZERRTERNS, £z, 20~30 RIS
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10 (226)



Figure 3
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Figure 4
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