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1. A:Is this train headed for Boston?
B: ( )
(D I think the head is made in Boston.
@ No, it doesn’t have a heading.
@ The arrival time is 10:30.
@ Yes, it leaves in an hour.

2. A: Why don’t you make a to-do list to help you get ready for your trip to New Zealand next
week?
B: ( )
@ Idid, butT lost it.
© Ihaven’t decided yet.
@ When are you going to New Zealand?
@ Would you like to go with me?

3. A:Iwas fired from my job today!
B: ( )
@® Do you work for the fire department?
@ That’s too bad. What happened?
@ What time did you arrive at work?
@ Wonderful news! When do you start?

4.  A:Ican’t find James, have you seen him?
B: ( )
@ He is John’s brother.
@ James can’t see.
@ Where is she?
@ Who is James?

5. A: There are a lot of strange gadgets here. I don’t know if anyone wants them.
B: ( )

Do normal people like strange gadgets, too?

How many kinds of people are there?

Perhaps you shouldn’t tell anybody.

® OO

Well, you never know. There are a lot of strange people, too.
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Why did you join the reading club?

For me, there’s nothing like reading a book. ( 6 )

You really like to read.

How about you? Do you like reading?

Yes, I do. Instead of reading paper books, I’ve recently started to read a lot from my
smartphone. I wonder what the difference is between reading from screens and from paper.
When reading from screens, we often skim too quickly, looking only for vocabulary and main
ideas. That’s why (7 ) Reading paper books, on the other hand, allows readers to
understand their full meaning and be critical and analytic.

I didn’t know that.

Reading from displays really isn’t good for your eyes either.

Sounds like ( 8 )

Also, it’s important to read for pleasure. It is said that children who read for the joy of it have a
higher possibility of later economic success.

C9)

It’s never too late to start something.

Thanks for your great input!

No problem. (10 )

I will think about it. Bye!

I get excited turning the pages and thinking about what’s coming next.
I have never been to the new library in town.

I rarely read books unless I have to.

I would rather join a baseball club than a reading club.

we can be critical and analytical readers.

we can buy e-books at a cheaper price.

we can easily miss out on details.

we can get a better understanding of the reading.

reading e-books gives you a deeper understanding of the content.
reading e-books gives you more accurate knowledge.

reading paper books has more advantages over reading e-books.
reading paper books no longer fits the modern times we live in.

Bookstores are having economic hardships these days.

Having money will make you a better person.

I might have read more books if I were economically successful.
I should have read more books when I was a child.

Let me know if you would like to join the reading club.
That would help me develop reading skills.

We are no longer looking for new members.

You will be interested in reading e-books.

2.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Many readers found this book ( ) for students and exciting for English teachers.
@ help
@ helped
@ helpful
@ helping
You’ve caught influenza, ( ) you have to stay in bed until you feel better.
@ because
@ if
@ so
@ while
The test was not as difficult as I had expected. I ( ) have worried about it so much.
O could
© couldn’t
@ should
@ shouldn’t
There are not enough chairs, so we need to add ( ) three chairs to accommodate all of the
visitors in this room.
@ another
@ other
@ others

@ the others

John and his wife could not find suitable bookshelves, so he decided to build one by ( ).
@ him
@ himself
@ them
@ themselves

It has been ( ) for university students to get a job than it was about 20 years ago.
@ difficult
@ less difficult
@ not as difficult
@ the least difficult

Professor Yamada’s recent research paper has been published in the ( ) journal in
December.

D late

@ lately

@ later

@ latest
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Would you mind ( ) on the air conditioner because it’s hot here?
@ toturn

@ tumn
@ turned
@ turning
The famous restaurant expanded its variety of desserts including freshly ( ) cakes.
(D preparation
@ prepare
@ prepared

@ preparing

Jessica was angry because Kim kept her ( ) for more than one hour at the café.
@ to wait
®@ wait
@ waited
@ waiting
Meg wanted to go on a trip with her friends, but her father didn’t ) her go.
@ allow
@ get
@ let
@ want
By the end of the year, I have to read these books, most of ( ) are written in English.
@D that
@ what
@ which
@ whom

I returned to the park today where I ( ) my bag before.
@D am leaving
@ had left
@ have left
@ was leaving

One of the executives noticed that she would not be able to attend the meeting, so they (
are put off

had put it off

put it off

will have put it off

® 0

).



25. If Tom had more time, he (
had revised

revises

will revise

®o

would revise

) the draft to make it even better.
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I( ) ( YO 26 )( 27 )( ) a new apartment.

Dhelp @ move @ to @ wil & you

HEVICHATEDLZ L2 o THEE LOLELDLZ LD D,
Too ( 28 )( Yean( 29 )( ) ( ) trapped.

@ freedom @ you @ feel @ make & much

FDORATREZITH DN PSRN
( 30 )( ) know ( ) ( )( 31 )
@D anyone @ are @ does @ my glasses (© where

9 5SS B WVEEE LTV ET,
We( 32 )( )( 33 )( X )-
@D been @ driving @ for @ fivehours (& have
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The musical instrument (34 ) four strings ( 35 ) ( ) larger than a violin ( ) smaller
than a cello ( ) a viola.

@D and @ iscalled @ is @ with & that
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Generally, in Japan, elementary school students aged 9-10 learn, or at least start to learn other
languages, mainly English at school. Furthermore, according to the Ministry of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology, more than 97% of junior high school students go on to high school.
Since students generally study English in junior high school and high school, they will have studied it
for 10 years by the time they graduate.

Now let us consider the case in other countries. According to a survey conducted by the Japan
Foundation (2021), the number of people studying Japanese in other countries is 3,794,714
worldwide. As shown in Figure 1, the country with the largest number of Japanese learners is China.
The Japan Foundation also reports that,[ A ] the number of people studying Japanese in Korea
decreased by 11.5%, those in China increased by 5.2% between 2018 and 2021.

Why do people in other countries study Japanese? In Japan, some students might say that learning
English is obligatory, and therefore, unavoidable. However, this is not the case for those studying
Japanese in the countries listed in Figure 1. In fact, Figure 2 shows that among a great variety of
responses, the most popular reasons for studying Japanese were an interest in the language itself and
in Japanese culture such as anime, manga, and fashion, each accounting for 60% of the survey
respondents. It seems that those people are highly motivated by an interest in the Japanese language
and culture. While learning a foreign language is a common endeavor, the motivations behind it can
vary greatly.

Figure 1 Figure 2

Top 10 Countries/Regions by Number of Top Reasons for Studying Japanese
Japanese Learners
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Data source: The Japan Foundation Data source: The Japan Foundation
Multiple answers were allowed.
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Which of the following is
most suitable for[ A ]?

@ likewise

@ so

@ therefore

@ while
What does the word
“obligatory” in paragraph 3,
line 2 mean?

@ allowed

@ expected

@ qualified

@ required
According to the passage and

figures, which of the following
is NOT true?

@ In Japan, most students
study English as a part
of the curriculum.

@ People living in Europe
seem less likely to
study Japanese than
those in Asia.

@ The number of
institutions teaching

Figure 3

Japanese Language Educational Institutions and
Students
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Data source: The Japan Foundation

Japanese has consistently increased until 2021.
@ The number of students studying Japanese in Taiwan is smaller than in Indonesia.

39. According to the passage and figures, which of the following is true?

® 06

million.

Australia is the only English-speaking country that made it into the top 10.

Many aspects of Japanese culture seem to attract attention throughout the world.
No students studying Japanese in other countries want to work in their own countries.
Until the 21st century, the total number of Japanese learners had been less than two

40. Which of the following would be the best title for this article?

®e 0

Japanese and Its Popularity
Japanese Education in Junior High and in High School

Learning Japanese and Personal Motivation
No Motivation, No Language-learning




VI LUTOZRXZHA T, FRENTH LT, bo L bEHRH DEBEONR I,

1

If you play “rock-paper-scissors” with a friend just once, what are the chances that you will
win? There are three possible outcomes: you win, you lose, or it ends in a draw. If no cheating
occurs, you have a one-in-three chance of winning. Now, if you buy a lottery ticket, what are
the chances of winning? Let’s assume we are not concerned with the amount of money you win.
There are two possibilities: you either win something, or you don’t. In this case, can we say you
have a one-in-two chance of winning? Of course not. There are far more losing tickets than
winning ones. There is a possibility of winning the lottery, but the probability is very low. This
clearly demonstrates the difference between “possibility” and “probability.”

Our daily lives are filled with countless probabilities, some of which are calculated in
surprisingly counterintuitive ways. One example is the “probability of precipitation,” from
which we learn how likely it will rain. On the eve of the Hokuriku University entrance exam, if
you hear a weather reporter say, “The chance of precipitation in Ishikawa Prefecture tomorrow
is 10%,” how would you feel? Many of you might think, “It won’t rain,” and might not bring an
umbrella, believing that the chance of rain is one in ten, as the chances of no rain seem nine
times higher. However, precipitation probability [ A ]. The “10%” might mean that there is a
one-in-ten chance of rain across the entire Ishikawa Prefecture, but it could also mean there is a
100% chance that rain will fall in just 10% of Ishikawa Prefecture. Actually, the probability of
precipitation is derived by multiplying the likelihood of rainfall by the percentage of the area
where rain is expected.

Not only is the calculation method surprising, but the results themselves can also be
unexpected. Let’s say your class has 30 students. What are the chances that two students share
the same birthday? The answer is about 70%. If the class has 40 students, the probability
increases to around 90%. Here’s another example of surprising probabilities: Imagine a lottery
draw that contains one rare card out of every 100. If you draw 100 lots, what are the chances of
getting one or more rare cards? The probability is lower than you might expect—it’s about 64%.
This means that 36% of people will not get any rare cards even if they try 100 times. For
someone who believes they are guaranteed a 100% chance if they try 100 times, this may be
shocking.

When you have to choose something or take action from a number of options, you will
consider the outcome of your choice. However, no one can calculate the probability of
something specific happening in their lives. We have also seen that our intuition is not always
reliable. Someone once said that life is “a series of choices.” That might be true, and no choice
guarantees any particular outcome. While probability may help in the decision-making process,
it should never dictate or force those decisions. The good news is that you can decide what
happiness means to you, as there is no “rare card” or “win” defined by someone else. Our lives
are shaped by a combination of our desires and will, probability, and coincidence. Ultimately,
you can define and value your life as you wish.
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As for possibility or probability, which statement is NOT true?
(D Possibility refers to whether something could happen but is not certain.
@ Probability cannot be worked out by mathematical calculations.
@ When you flip a coin, there is a possibility that it lands on its edge.
@ When you roll a six-sided dice, each face has a probability of 1/6.

Which of the following is the best to fillin[ A ]?
@ cannot be trusted
@ is getting more accurate and reliable
@ is updated daily
@ should not be interpreted that way

Based on paragraph 3, which of the following would be correct?
(D Twenty-one students share the same birthday in a class of 30.
@ Two students share the same birthday in a class of 40.
@ You can be sure of getting one or more rare cards in 100 lottery draws.
@ You have a 64% chance of getting one or more rare cards in 100 lottery draws.

Which of the following is the author of this passage likely to agree with?
(D Calculating the probability of winning or succeeding is important for achieving
happiness.
@ Happiness can be measured by how many “wins” and “rare cards” you have gained in
your life.
@ Probability is only one of many factors that shape our lives.
@ You should follow your intuition when making a big decision.

45-47. Choose the best summary of each paragraph.

Paragraph | Summary

1 Probability and possibility

(45)

(46 )

(47 )

Probability unexpectedly high or low

2
3
4
(D Probability and choices we make
@
@ Unexpected process of showing probability

-10-
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