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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the process and the period that the vocabulary of
“SEIZA” in Japanese was born, brought in our country and settled down among our people
according to the previous literature. The results were as follows:

1. The source of “SEIZA” was the old Chinese classic books; “SOUJI”, “KANJYO” and
“GOKANJYO” etc.. These old Chinese classic books were imported to Japan by Japanese
envoy from China during Sui Dynasty and Tang Dynasty, naturalized citizen and
international student.

2. As for the synonym of “SEIZA”, the source was classic books in both China and Japan.
“SEIZA” and its synonym appeared on the literature from Heian era to Edo era in Japan,
and were used mainly by colleagues related to Buddhism and Confucianism.
“KASHIKOMARU” in Japanese was the only word of Japanese origin, and was used
commonly by people of the each social class.

3. As for “SEIZA” and its synonym, the mixed use continued long to the end of Meiji era
since the appearance on the literature in Japan.

4. “SEIZA” showed the settled tendency approximately to the end of Meiji era, and then
settled down in reality as well as in name from Taishou era to the beginning of Showa era
(1921-1931). In the social backgrounds of its settlement, the various policies of nationalism
existed to prevent both public morals and thought problems related to social trend of
Taishou democracy, some kind of evil to the authorities, from deepening and expanding.
“SEIZA” was settled down among Japanese people by the execution process of these

kinds of various policies.
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