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Abstract

The German army succeeded in conquering most of Europa and even a part of North Africa.
In June 1941, Hitler attacked the Soviet Union. During the invasion, the Germans soon
overwhelmed the Soviet troops. This Invasion was, as many history textbooks point out, a turning
point in the Second World War. Just behind the fast-advancing tank columns, special Killinjg
squads called “Einsatzgruppen” were sent to deport und slaughter a lot of people they could find
among the occupied land’s civilian population. The Soviet Union, Britain,France, the United
States and several other countries joined together against Germany as the Allied Forces.

In 1942 the Germans suffered their first great loss, at Stalingrad in the Soviet Union. On June
1944 the Allies landed in Normandy in occupied France. The Germans were forced to retreat day
by day. But they didn’t surrender until May 8, 1945. During the advance of the Allied Forces they
came across many concentration camps in horrible conditions. Many people had died of
starvation, disease and cold. Most shocking were the death camps, Treblinka, Sobibor, Majdanek,
Belzek, Chelmuno, Auschwitz and so on. These death camps were designed for the mass murder
of persons condemned to forced labour, Jews and Romas.

Persons compeled to forced labour are usually sent to camps located in remote sections of
the country, where they are subjected to brutal living conditions. They had to work in mines and
forests, and on farms and public works projects or in a lot of religios institutions. Nazi Germany
used forced labour extensively. Prisoners in “normal” camps as well as in extermination camps
worked under the severest circumstances..

The Nazi Party grew rapidly during the 1930’s. Its growth was accompanied by the extensive
use of concentration camps. Persons in labour camps consisted of political members of the

Communist and Social Democratic parties and racial and religious minorities. After the outbreak
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of the Second World War thousands of prisoners of war and civilians were deported from Poland,
Belgium, Greece, and other German-occupied territories in Europa. They were dragged from
their homes or picked off the street by armed Nazis.

I would like to focus attention on the forced labour. The most important part of this argument
is the origin of the work by force. The result of my studies shows taht there are three starting-

points where thousands of prisoners were forced to work.
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